FORTY     THOUSAND      AGAINST      THE     ARCTIC
bilkies of to-day and sure to become dull matters of course
to-morrow.    Who knows what unknown or only vaguely
dreamt-of powers and treasures will still be discovered In
the Polar regions as the struggle for known and predeter-
mined aims goes on?  What visions of future health resorts,
new cross-bred animals, special plants hardened for life in
the North, what visions of winds and storms on the frozen
ice-cap of the world pressed into subservience to man, what
possibilities of exploring, and soon using for practical pur-
poses the strange electric and magnetic currents of these
regions!   The northern Polar region is known to be an ice-
covered ocean.   Only the belts of Arctic land around, the
coasts of Asia and America and the islands in the Polar sea
may be of economic value there.   But at the other end of the
world expands the Antarctic.   And this is land, a vast terri-
tory, the sixth continent.   Surely much of what will be found
and learned up north could prove of great value at a later
stage to those nations who own a share in the lands of the
South Pole!   What wonderful possibilites also for co-opera-
tion, exchange of information between Russia and Scandi-
navia, the Soviet Union and America, the United States
and the British Dominion of Canada!
Nations can grow rich in two ways: by fighting others for
their possessions or by reclaiming new territories within
their own borders and no-man's lands.   Russia could devote
the same energies to conquest and aggression which she
now spends on pioneering and exploration in the Arctic.
Geographical deficiencies can be remedied by encroachment
on other people's thoroughfares, and raw materials gained
by robbery as well as by colonization of empty spaces.   From
that point of view also much can be said in favour and
appreciation of her struggle against the Arctic.   Providing
a nation's youth with an outlet for its energies and romantic
desire in a peaceful direction is no less worthy of praise.   By
all means let us give credit where it is due!   And let us forget
for a moment what grievances and reproaches we may
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